Federico Zanettin

Words and
Ballots

A Textbook

2011

Morlacchi Editore



Prima edizione: 2011

ISBN: 978-88-6074-406-7

copyright © 2011 by Morlacchi Editore, Perugia.

Tutti i diritti riservati. E vietata la riproduzione, anche parziale, con qualsiasi mezzo effettuata,
compresa la copia fotostatica, non autorizzata.

editore@morlacchilibri.com — www.morlacchilibri.com

Finito di stampare nel mese di marzo da Digital print-Service, Segrate.



Table of contents

Introduction 6
Part 1: Focus on reading
1. Online news stories 9
Infobox - The news media 10
2. Newspapers and journals 11
3. Texts and words 13
Infobox - Elections 15
4. UK general election 20
5. Phrases 23
Infobox - Polls and ballots 25
6. Inside words: Roots and affixes 26
Infobox - Congress and Parliament 30
7. A hung parliament 32
8. US midterm elections 34
9. Textual structures: Collocations 37
Infobox - The race issue in the US 40
10. The racial barrier 43
11. President Obama takes office 45
12. Test yourself: Did it really happen? 47
Part 2: Focus on listening
1. Political figures 55
2. Political speeches 58
Infobox - Rhetoric 62
3. The power of repetition 63
4. Barack Obama: Election night victory speech 65
Infobox - Speechwriting 70
5. Use of pronouns 72
Infobox - US historical documents 77
6. President Barack Obama: Inaugural address 77



7. Other rhetorical devices 82
8. President George W. Bush: 9/11/2001 84
Infobox - Forms of public speaking 90
9. An electoral debate 91
Keys
Part 1 96
Part 2 102
Appendices
Appendix A: Martin Luther King Jr., I have a dream 114
Appendix B: John F. Kennedy, [naugural address 118
References 121
Sources 122



Introduction

This book contains materials and activities to be used in a course of English
language for students of political science and international relations. It is
meant to provide an introduction to the language used in making politics,
both by the media and by politicians themselves. The central theme, which
runs throughout the volume, is that of elections.

The aim of the book is to help students develop reading and listening skills.
Materials consist of texts from the news media and public speeches by
prominent political figures, and span the range of ten years, going from the
aftermath of 9/11/2001 to the US midterm elections of 2010.

The book presupposes a B1 level at the very minimum, but it is also suitable
for more advanced students who want to further their knowledge of English
as it is used in and for politics. Students reading the book for self study are
advised to use a good monolingual dictionary and to consult the references
given at the end of the volume.

The first part of the volume focuses on reading activities based on news
stories and opinion articles published around the time of elections. More
specifically, the articles concern the US Presidential elections of 2008, the
UK general election of 2010 and the US midterm elections of 2010. Some
activities focus on a review of structural features of the English language,
familiarity with which should enhance students’ skills to decode written
texts.

The second part focuses on listening activities, and is based in particular on
speeches by two US presidents, George W. Bush and Barack Obama, and
by the candidates for the office of Prime Minister in the 2010 UK general
election. In order to do the activities in the second part, it is necessary
to watch the videos of the speeches, which can be found in the DVD
accompanying the volume.

On a grey background, infoboxes include readings that will give students
a better understanding of the texts used in the activities, but which are not
themselves associated with any specific task. These texts are mainly adapted
from sources in the common domain, such as Wikipedia entries.



Different spelling conventions have been preserved in the original sources,
and spelling has not otherwise been standardized, thus reflecting variety of
use.

A key to all activities is also provided at the end of the volume.

The sources for the extracts from newspaper articles are listed in the
reference section at the end of the volume. The reproduction of these
extracts in this volume is believed to fall under fair-use conventions (see e.g.
http://jhepp.library.jhu.edu/drupal/fairuse).





